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revelation should change with altered circumstances*
Whereas formerly Mohammad merely endeavoured to
preach righteousness and the fear of God to an
unbelieving city, he was now to wage wars, to subdue
rebels, to reconcile rivals, to make treaties, to with-
stand a siege, to lead a nation to conquest. His
words must now not merely speak of a judgment to
come, but must encourage the warrior on the battle-
field, sing the posan after victory, animate after defeat,
soothe the impatient, curb ' the rash, rebuke the
wrongdoer, reconcile adversaries, and adjust all
differences. The Prophet's house at Medina was
practically the court of appeal of the whole body of
Muslims. Nothing could be settled without his
counsel. Matters of social arrangement, the most
delicate domestic details, as well as the larger issues
of peace and war, were decided by the Prophet alone.
If a man died, the principle of inheritance had to be
laid down by Mohammad. If a man quarrelled with
his wife, divorce must be explained; every possible
matter of dispute came before the Prophet's carpet,
and was then and there considered and pronounced
upon; and these judgments were to last for all
time! Mohammad allowed no difference of degree
in inspiration, and his decision, for instance, that
he himself might take more than the prescribed
number of wives was, in his mind, (or at least in his
public declarations,) as much the word of God as the
chapter of the Unity. He had, fortunately, a good
measure of common sense, and his judgment was
generally scjjind ; else the evil of thus stereotyping the